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SERMON 


KINGs Day. 
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PSALM 1xxij. the latter part of thefa5. werſ. 


Prayer alſo ſhall be made for him conti- 
nually, and daily ſhall he be praiſed. 


HESE Words have in them a 
double Energie, both of Pray- 
er and Prophecy; they had 
likewiſe a double Completion 

| both in Soloxron and Chriſt. 

In the Prayers of all Holy Men, there is 

ſomething of Prophecy, they utter nothing 

but the Will of God; fo God hears and ra- 
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rifies their requeſts: "The Words Tikewiſe of 
dying Men are eſteemed more Prophetic 
than ordinary, and theſe are ſuppoſed to be 
the bt Words, 3 z.e: as Ye have it 1n the 20... 
verſ. the haſt Prayers of this Religious King, 
made, it ſeems, at that time when Solomor,; 
by David's appointment, .(that is by God's 
intment, for David herein obſerved the 
Wall of God) was Proclaimed King. 
The particulars of, Solomon's "x97: aration 
are at large in the Firſt Chapter of _— Firſt 
Book of Kizgs. We find or that in the lat- 
_ ter part of King Dawid's Reign, Adonijah, the 
Sore. of Hopgieh, exalted himſelf, and put in 
for the Succeflion ; not that he believe? 1 him- 
ſelf that 'he had a Title to. the Crown,. as 
he afterward confeſſed, Chap. ij. warſ. 15. 
but Joab and Abiathar, and Ha ſuch trou- 
bleſome Men, had pur it in his Head; and 
that not for young Adonijah's ſake, * a; * Golp- 
mor wiſely obſerves in the 22 verſ. laje for 
their own Ambitious Ends. One wouk have 
thought, that that Declaration of King Da- 


vid 'to his Privy Council,. 1 Chron. xxvit). 
had been fufficient to blaſt all pretences of. 
Ukurpation. 


But 
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new occafion' of declaring God's will in Selo- 
ous Succeflion, but of giving expreſs Com- 
mand for his Inaugaration before his own 
death ; he reſigned rather than bequeathed 
his Kingdom to him, and recreated his dy- 
ing hours with the publick Joy and Accla- 
mations of the People. : 

David was well pleaſed with the Comple- 


ment that his Nobles made to him, ſaying, : King. 
God make the Name of Solomon better than" 


thy Name , and maly his Throne greater 
than thy Throne. Theſe Courtiers are ' faid 
to bleſs King David, and in fuch a ſence he 
took it ; for he bowed himſelf upon the 
Bed, wermw/marv, he morſbrpped at thoſe a 
ſpicious words, he nodded,” he bowed, he 
worſhipped, and then. he fell. to Prayer, and 

Prophecy. | | | 
I hope King David was no Flatterer, or 
Caurt-Parafite, when he filled his Month 
with Prayer and Praiſe, and expreſſed fo 
mach pleaſure and ſatisfaGtion at his Son's 
Acceſſion ta the Crown. In thoſe days it 
was no:crime. to be Zealouſly Loyal, ro Wor- 
ſhip- toward: the Eaft, and Adore the riſmg 
S$1m.; He. was-not: _ eſteemed an: Enemy 
2 to 


Bue theſe Diſturbances not only gave him | 
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ſucceed in his AﬀeCtion ;; and now at his own 

death. he will not ſuffer 'em. to be-unmannerly 

m their Sorrow ; but teaches the people to for- 

get him and look up towards his Son ; and ſo 

they did as heartily as the King could wiſh, for 
Perſ.39,40. they blew the Trumpet, and all the people ſaid, 
God ſave King. Solomon : And all the people 
came uf after him, - and play d upon Flutes, and 
rejoyced with great Foy; ſo that the Earth rent. 
with the_ ſound of them. Tt was as if the 
whole Earth had open'd its mouth and ſang 
for Joy too; and all this ſo long before King 
Dawvid was. cold: in his Grave, that he him- 
ſelf was one to make up-the Chorus. 
blew the Frampet and he Pray'd, they Re- 
joyced and: he Propheſicd ; he prays-to- God: 
for the Proſperity of his Succeſſor, and de- 
fires that--all -his people might- pray. for. i. 


They 
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too ; and' that” not only for ' his Succeſlor's 
but for the People's ſake ; and fo he begins, 


He' ſhall judge thy People: with Righteouſneſs, Perſe. 2. 


and thy Poor with Judgment. 

And indeed this Pſalm: is not only a Pray- 
er to God, but an Admonition to the People ; 
It is therr Cauſe which he' Pleads, and there- 
fore they nmſt come in with their endea- 
vours : God hath perform'd his part in gi- 
ving 'em a juſt and righteous King to ſuc- 
ceed David ; and now *'tis' their parts to 
pray to God continually for him, to pray 
that God would continne him: amongſt 'em, 
that- ſo their Happineſs might continue for 
many Years; ſo likewiſe they are to Ot- 
fer up: Praiſes, they are to Praiſe the King 
daily, that is in effe&;, to Praiſe God” for the. 
KS. © | = 
* This ts the Peoples Duty at all times, and 
this is our preſent Duty ; it .is* the moſt 
particuhr buſineſs of this Day ; 'we come 
here” to pray for the King, we come to 
praiſe tim and to praiſe God for him ; it is 
the ſubje& of' the Text, and the ſubje&t of 
the Day ; Prayer and praiſe : The only tra 
principal parts into which my Text can be 
divided. -- Prayer” alfo ſhall be: made for hinr 
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| Fir TA er 3 Which is a duty incumbent 
__ by SubjeSts for all Princes, f ournibus 

-  Imperatoribus, without any diſtintion, My 


method ſhall be this: 


: 


_ Firſt, To A ive you ſome Reaſons why this 
Pay ſhould performed. And, 
Sceandly, I ſhall offer at ſome DireQions 


in the periogming It. | _— 


T. The ( pligarions which Men lye under 
of Pray! ing or their Soveraign Prince are 
Natural, and Political; as well as Divine. 

- The Laws of Nagure teach us.to look up- 
Non adult on Kingly Government, as a Paternal Eundi- 


pane Wn: oy. Frere Prince par TUoane is, Father of 
4 # Pf his Country, ſo we call them, faith Seneca, 


not of way, Rina ay "-Þ So; we find him; mak- 
Ad Polyb. ing on Nero, even when he. 
31,32. Was Fr raced ga exiled by him Nothang 
being mes, Nat ; than for Childcen to. 
Pray for the Proſperity. of their Parents 5; 
from our Natural Parents we derive-our. Naty- 
ral Life, fo from our - Political Paxents, our P<-. 
1 De Clem. (itical Life : The | 15 not, only Caput 
4: Animus Rejpublige;,. ſee etiqn. Shirtns Singhts,. 


c 


I 
A 


| on foe RANGS Day. 7 
the vital Spirit, the very Life of the Kiris- 

dom ; Nw to pray Br the Kmg, is gen, 0 A 
correſpondent to the Firft great Law of Na- a—— 
cure, Self-prefervation ; for hereby we pray # tibi domu- 
for our own and the Kingdoms fafery ; ſo /{* 5* ate 
the Wife Senate of Rome reckon'd, when they (/ a 
pray'd for their Emperour Augufts : Nor jÞuenfe- 
do we. read of amy Nation or People, tho ;ubjce& le 
never. fo Barbarous, but their regard to their '- bc pre- 
Prince, hath been the fame as of Children to reef oi 
their Parents, the reaſons being the ſame. Suet. Aug.c- 
For, —_ £4 —” 

Firſt, It is from the King that we have 

our Origination: For as amongſt the ervs to- 

beget a Child,. was not effentially neceſſary 

to be the Father of him, foitte being the Le- 
gaf Children of one Man, which was the 

beft and moſt Excelfent Title, altho the 

Natural Children of another : So- our S$awi-- 

our: was the Legal Son of Joſeph and" of Du- 

vid, tho by Nature the Son. of Mary, who. 
perhaps was of another Tribe : In Iike manner, jim Lis. 
tho we have a natural obligation to thoſe Pa- 3. Seft. 4. 
rents which begot us ; yet we 'were Borat *": 
kgally from the influence- of Government; we 

were Born Ch:tdrer from natural Paretttape, 
bur Sons only from polzticaÞ. Authority: Tris 

= | from. 


from the Laws, 7. e. from the: King; 'the 
Fountain of Laws, that we are Legitimate, 
- without which every Man is but Filivs populi, 
the. Son of the people. So that every Rebel 
ſeems to Baſtardize his own Children, in 
reſiſting that Authority by which they call him 
Father ; for tho the inſtitution of Marriage 1 is 
an ordinance of God ; yet the Circumſtances 
of its Solemnization are by Magiſftratual Ap- 
pointment, whereby we are to remember, that 
the King. is our firſt Parent. 

I. Secondly, it is from the King we liave 
our daily Maintenance and Support ; it 15 his 
Wiſdom and Power, that protets us from 
violence and wrong : Our Eſtates, our Lives, 
. our All is under his Guardianſbip. Ofthe truth 
of which ſome of you here preſent are living 
Witneſſes. You remember the ſad time when 
there was no King in Ifracl';, but it was 
worſe with. you, 'than with the Old Ifralites, 
for they did every Man what ſeem'd good in his 
. own Eyes ; whilſt they that Sequeſtred your 
Eſtates, Plunder'd your Goods, and drove 

you into Want and Exile, committed ſuch 
Villanies as even out-dared their own Con- 
ſciences, - 'Tis you can beſt tell, whether all 
that you at preſent enjoy is not 'owing unto 

the 
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01 &RVNGS Day. 
the King's ſafety, he;is ſo much more than.a' 


Father, that without the Preſervation. of: 
his, Royal;Perſan , it is: not in your power 
to keep [your own: Children. from Starving 5: 
and therefore great reaſon have, we, both: to: 
pray: for him our ſelves, and to teach our 
Children to pray. for him too. | | 
I... Thirdly, It, is the King's Life -and. 
Preſervation that protects: our @wn.. The 
Shadow of his.Wing is .a Buckler to all his. 
Subjects, a Buckler againſt all Foreign, Vio- 
lence,. and.. Nomeſiic Blood-thirſtinels : '- So 
was the Regal Authority unto the Iſnachtes: 
of old, as we have frequent inſtances in the 
Book of : Fudges ; for thoſe Judges were all 
Kings in TJeſbnrun as well as Moſes, altho:ngtDeut. 33.5 
Anvinted. no more then he. So. when there, 
was 20 Fudge amongſt 'em, it is ſaid; There 
was z0. King in | xe as that- diſmal Story of 
the: Levite's, Waite is:\Prefaced 3 which, on&-is;Judg 19. 1- 
a ſufficient. inſtance of. Domeſtic... VYlany: 
and Barbarity. - So every now: and-then we- 
read of Invaſjons,. and ſuch - Publick ' Calami- 
riess; as mult.needs happen to a Nation with-- 
out, a -Head 3. there, muſt needs be... much:. 
Wrong either done or ſuffered, where there-. 
are no Eyes' to ſee, nor Ears to hear, but; 
Wit " "FRO 
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"Aol now, fare ber worth and kbjet 
enough for a Pro that God would prote 
that Perſon by wort our Lives and Fortunes 
are protected: . It is a Duty, and a very mo- 
deſt one too, to pray for Kings. Wheteas 
ſome very wiſe Heathens' made a miſtake and 
pry'd t0.'em. : But Nature, Reaſon. and Tra- 

#,- are not Perfwalives ſtrong enough vo 
Men of corrupt pratices, to'bring.'em over 
to et Day's hes ſe Ry how far..it 


ky aca, al. 'Ghyernovent : - 
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no-other to be jure. Divins,'s Ki 
rex, which wete Governed: by on Wy 
_; or Ser 3! fo that from —_ 
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ran forwards. 1 the- whole Ovvernnient” 7 
purely Monatchical. The Severity Etders' being 
ns other "than 'Juſtices”"or* AN a and 


'therefdre" Ga was (> far: from'beinp' 
at their deſiring' of 'b King, UCL 7 


ring'of one, that as the" ewiſh' 'Rabbin' clit Menaſſeh 


us, they wete' commatided ' by *Go#, That 


Regen, Dent. 17. 5." Their Ciitne Finch. 
the' nanier, the tre; and the” cds of the 
asking' one : They ask'd with mupmuring' and 
Tiny} they! ask'd iniportnnately, Tather de- 
manded thati:axk'd {arid thar FAY the” 1dold- 
trons eng'ef 'being like -other Nations';-therd. 
fore' God ſaid mag Sanmel;- Not "thee "but _ 
me'i thin they 'rejett: they'were: betger'p) 
wreh' theit ie&Roy 'Smmel, - thetk' 
Empetc 3 Got#'s, T's {4 Was btn | etcyce 
for *'em v6 find Fiuke with the CONE, 
— it 'was' 'the' Ref ey Wou 
er }ikndithere' 45 a ntl 
de ha fink baſe phrpoſes it in the! 
that\ God would have given. *m' a Kin Fig 
Not: ted for tecewving ft. 
A z Nation is not capable of CGrorrnment Mr 
CA have 


before; withowe aking ; that Hicfling 
todg- dolnf'd;) boom Got Bw gy i 
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they ſhould do'Vo, Dathendo ftatht's) Paper Fe Q. in Deut. 
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for Kings'y' no/ For Bonday] 5 4 ef we 
muke-z# Criticil:fearch into the Word for.the 
Emperors, forwhar elſe can it ſignifie ? Who 
wereSypreatd then bur Emperors ?. And St. 


Peter expreſely names-the Supream; antl a- wyixer;, 


gain :twas,: 'Feer-\God, Honour the Empetor;" Pet 2-13- 


for 'tis-the: ſingular number, Baadte , fo this poſ. 17. 


cann9tibe anderftrood of Governors as\Clriſt;- 
any, mych'leſs-of che” Reformed Religion, when. 


at that time 'there:-Was no-Tuch' denominati- 


on 3; but St. \Pail- ati St, Peter meant, That 
ey ; ſhould: grate pray. for the Emperor 
'being;' and :the-;Enperors- in ſucceſſion, 
As: > cb 4 Bor:Nerg,as'well \as Conftaiitine, for: 
Diacleſaqn..as. well as Charlemaign, for Mabe- 
met:; rhe AV: (had: -he been Emperor. of- the 
Wells: all as-f6r FAMES.thelL in 
reat\ Britain:and; Irakgnd. 0 © 
—_— ſince-the-Romen Einpire is: es, 
this Exhorration' belongs to = 3 becauſe eve- 
ry King: in his Kingdom. is-\Empeior.,: and: 
F4MES the I (whom God ſerve): wears! 
the: Imperial "Crown: 'of - this. Realm. No- 
thing -can'tbar ' Prayer no more_. than Alegi- 
ange\t; 14 is'.;part- of i :our Allegharice, and: a 
moſ} | indiſpenfible Tribe. Ho! -that :de-: 
4s the; King of his Prayers:had: better de= 
raud. 
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Man' o' Fray 3: would thor ber bit To nulch 
Food 0 Cal's Due; and this is Ceſar's 


Dads; Out Prayers to God, and forthe King't 


.-:: 56 thar with que Mite. we: may \yay bort 
<5 7 1 Thrabatees. Whidt ' remains then, 'bur thar we 


- ſhould bethrnk our (elves how ' to it; 
which leadzme- tothe ſecond Undertaking} 
i. r.  To'give: on ſome Divedtions how: aaa 
ef$;256'T6. be. Jerfor chimp Of 

:- There are Two Qualifications neceary to 
all Prayers; beatineſiantd: [ſincerity the thir@ 
is. eurfhanyy, "ex preficet tre i ny Text," 'by 


the word'H 31s" we'nre 26 pry foe 
-CFitft hears mpg ure as aki oime'do Church 
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tions ; at leaſt ways we ſhould pray- part 
ſuch an emphaſis, as if we thought-our _ 
quite undone, if God didnot hear our-Pra 

and ſo we may well think ; for if God will as. 
hear our Prayers for the Xivg, 'tis a ſign he 
will not hear 'em at aff. Let us have a care 
that -thoſe"Prayers . be not Inke-warm, for 
when God ſpits them _ out, (he commonly 
ſpits 'em into che Cup of Indi ipnation, that's 
the Cup of Anarchy, when the Prince and 
the Prieſt 'go off together; and then comes 
the Kingdom' of Antichriſt: For- the Pious 


and Learned Dr. Hammond. proves every an of 
ſtubborn Subje to be a Limb of Antichriſt, = ful ac 


who lexalts ' kroſelf.: above a that is called x; 
God, But, 

' Secondly, We are to pray "for the King 
fincerely, 3. e. without any mental reſerves, 
or-anixed equivocations * : We'muſt pray-for 
the! King m that fence that the Church prays 
for him,” "that ſence*” that the Primitice 
Cherch of Chriſt is wont to pray ray for their 
peter 


Ra 


Kz Lingo. with our Hands ſtretched forth, becauſe 
| they 


' Fertnlliar giv e3'tid talk of tiole | Apologet. 
by which re wn #t the -re{t, & ad Scap. 
'Mattter, 59, (ith be!-for ver © 20 > 


00 \ 1 


| - _ - a >_< _ OS 
l / | 1 © ky T & T | - 
q . 's þ L f p Ty : f \Y % 
 { 34 Y b 5 


they: are Hanocents, .they:: were MEVEC lifted up; ay 
gainſt 'em ; 3. With bare-Heads, becauſe we are 
not aſhamed, our Conſciences do not fly in our 
| Facets! and: reproach! us with Hypocriſie. 3. 
Without any:humane order or preſcription, be- 
cauſe we pray willingly and from the bottom of 
our Hearts. Now follows the form : Vitani'illis 
prolixam ; a long Life, a ſecure Throne, a ſafe 
Abode, a -potent Army, a fatthful Senate, a 
Conſcientious Peoph, and a peaceable Empire : 
This was a fincere and honeſt Prayer, ſuch a 
ſort of, Prayer. as- we come. here to make, 
without | Parſimony;and without Fraud. Let 
'me- then - give you. Three ſhort and general 
'DireCtions in praying for the King. ZE 
> Firſt; To Pray for, him/as you would have 
others pray for you. | E\ 
. - Secondly, To Pray for him as if you pray'd 
for your ſelves ; and = 
.. Thirdly, Let. the Subjef-matter of your 
_. Prayers be as ſincere. and, liberal. as when he 
prays for you;3 we-.may know how that hath 
been by the effeAs.; Be -fure they are ſuch 
.. Prayers, as. David, and. Solomon put up, . the 
_effeAs, have heen the lame ; Peace. '5s - within 


 » our Walls; and. Proſperity within our: Palaces; 
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| "Beſides, 'methinks we are all grown better 
of late; a New Genizs aſcends the Horizon. 


No' doubt 'but from ſome zew Cauſe, from - 


— Is 
_—— — 


our new | King's prayers, For thou, O God, Pal. 61. 


haſt beard bis Vows ;, thou haft given him the 


heritage of thoſe that fear thy Name. Then 
let us all joyn in the Chorus :- Thox wilt pro- 
long the King's Life; and his Tears as many 


Generations. He ſhall abide before God 
for ever : O' prepare quay” and truth, which 
may preſerve” him. So will we ſing praiſe un- 


to thy Name for ever, and daily perform our 
Vows. 


Thirdly, We are to pray for him continue. | 


ly. Prayer alſo ſball be made for him continually - 
So that we come here to-Day, but to learn 
what we are to do all the Tear after. This 
is but a ſolemn Remonſtrance of what we 
reſolve to do all the Days of our Life ; and 
reaſon .good, if we continue to expe 


the bleſſed Effefs of ſuch Prayers. Not that 


ſome Men's Omifſion of Prayer, ( no nor 
their Curſes) can' do the King, and his 
Loyal SubjeQs, any harm: For God can rain 
down Bleſſings upon the Fleece, and let the 
Barren Ground remain dry ; 
can rain down Curſes upon the Ground, and 
<4 D yet 


and ſo: God 
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yet Gideon's Fleece ſhall eſcape, every lock 
and hair of it. Tf ſome will not continually 
pray for the King, yer God will continual- 
ly bleſs bim for their ſakes that do ; at leaft 
if the King prays for the People, God will. 
return his Prayers upon his own Head: 
Thus much for Prayer. 

The ſecond part is Praiſe : This is a more 
particular Duty, incumbent only for particu- 
lar Reaſons : Prayers for their Kings is' the 
Duty of al Nations, but Praiſe only be- 
lopgs to Solomon, and ſuch Kings as Solomon 
was; and yet there is thy Duty incumbent. 
upon all Mankind, which is, To praiſe the 
Government, when they cannot praiſe the 
Perſon. The Charader of a King, m the + 
perſon of one Prince, is as Landable, Diwvine, 
and Szered, as in the perſon of another. They 
are all of them, as Calvin tells us, the. Sons 
of Goel; they are fo ex Officio, and Praiſe is 
as juſt a Debt to their Office, as Honor to 
their Perfors : Indeed there can be no Ho- 
nor without Praiſe. Praiſe is the reſale of 
Liking and Approbation ; without which, 
_ 15 no berter than Mockery. But in 

is place rhe Holy Pſahwift doth not (peak 
of tha Praiſe and Al ray; Frag ag; 4 | 
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Jy due to all Princes, but of that extraor- 
dinary Praiſe, which his Succeſſor King Solo- 
201, and all ſuch Princes as he, may juſt- 
ly claim. So here we are to conſider the 
CharaGer of a Prince who is praiſe-worthy. 
And here I have a fair opportunity of 
entring into a Panegyric npon that Glorious 
Prince, whole Praiſes we come hither to Ce- 
lebrate, as well as to offer up our Prayers 
for him : But I would willingly avoid all 
Invidiouſneſs, as well of the zralewolent, for 
my Ambition, as of the Cenſorions, for my 
Preſumption , and yet I fear neither. But 
becauſe it is ſo co-incident with my Text, 
and moſt appropriate to the undoubted 
Sence of it, I ſhall give you a ſhort Chara- 
Ger of that Prince for whom *"twas firſt 
made; that not anly ours, but all Princes 
of thoſe Excellencies, may come in for their 
Dues. 
. Firft, He wasa Prince of the moſt Celebra- 
ted Wiſdom and Vnderflanding in the World, 
this . was his Natwral Talent ; which becauſe 
he had ſo. well improved, God Almighty at 
his requeſt added to it : He was mature : for 
Government, and well qualified for Empire ; 
ſo that God: fent- him 0 the People with'a 
I78 D 2 Blefling 
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 Bleſling in his Hand-:../ It; & the King's /VWit- 
dom.that is. the Peoples Safety 3. and. there- 
fore-when- God in 1ſarah threatens 'emito. give 
Ch. 3.9. 4 *em Chaldren. to be their Princes, and: Bahes 
to rule over 'em; the Conſequences of ſuch a 

Ferſ.s, Government fo!low in the next verſ. And the 
People ſball be oppreſſed every one by another, 

and every one by his Neighbour. 
Secondly, He was a moſt induſtrious Prince ;; 

he made his Daty his buſineſs, and very Con- 
ſcientiouſly -.conſidered -\the greas Charge 
committed. to. him-3:he was-always employ'd 

for the Peoples. good, Vigilant and ASive 

upon all occafions. We read indeed, . that 
rKing. 4. 10 all his.Reign the'people had little elſe to 
25s do, . But to fit down every Man under his Vine, 
and under his Fig-tree,. on Dan even. to Beer- 

 ſbeba, Eating and Drinking and making Merry ; 

It was.well for them 5-- but you'l find the good: 
King otherwiſe employ'd : His greateſt plea- 

* ſure was, to. fee his People ſafe:, and to 
be the Author of all thoſe pleaſures and conm- 

forts. that . they enjoy'd, and which they 

could not enjoy,, but by. his pains i 

Cares. - - - NR B 
.- Thirdly,, He was. a King- very eminent- 
for. Juftice.; which . was: one great." effe&t: of 
_ —_ his 


©. "on $6 WING. Day. 
his : Wiſdom. '* Tis? Solomon's own Maxim, 

Fhar ai:Prince that wants * Uniterſtanding is a 
great Oppreſſor-; but a Prince of Underſtand- 

mg and Wiſdom,' will never do, nor ſuffes - 
Wrong. The-Lawyers tell us, Fhar: the 
King cannot wrong his Subjefts ; and'our Di- 
vinity-Books tell us, That he ought rot to Quis enim 
wrong himſe'f The: King is: as reſponſible 1% ve 
to God for his ewn Honor, as for the peoples periores, vue 
Safety : And: that the rather, ' becauſe 'tis 7" « F-i4 
God's Honor as well as his; but yet he hed. 
much. of Dewid's Clemency and Mercy. Pareus 
I am fure Paterenlns would have thought pore 
ſo, if: he had lived in his Reign; for heib.2.. 
look'd upon it as a thing even incredible, 
Ouod bumanam excedat fidem : That Caſar, 
who was but an Ulurper, ſhould: ſpare thoſe: ,. . 
that were of Pompey's Faction:; - and yet we rw BY 
read of. ſome great Perſons: Executed upon l«,Filie Pom-- 
that account, even E. Ceſar, his Kinſman, _O_ 
contrary to due form of Law. | - _ 

Fourthly,, He was a Prmce of - great: Con-- 

ftancy and Reſolution | he met with: many 
difficulties in. coming 'to- the Crown, and- 
even at his firſt Acceſlion, he was forced to- 
encounter with an unnatural. and danger-. 
ous Rebellion: It was. a. difficult: JunGo, c and. ; 

EE TY required: 
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required a Ready Hand of Government. 

Adag. Vet. Traxquillo quilibet gubernator eſt ; every one 
Sen. Ep. 86. an Sail in a Calm Sea, but Storms and Terr 
peſts make a proof of the Pilot. It might 
be ſaid of him, as it was of Ceſar, His mind 
was greater in Adverſity than in Proſpe- 
' rity. David was not afraid to leave him 
1 King. 2.9. amongſt ſo many of his Enemies ; Thou art 
y a Wiſe Man, faith he, and knoweft what thou 
x Chr. 28. ought ft to do; Be ſirang only and of good 
20. Courage: That is, ſtrengthen thy ſelf, and be 
reſolute : It was verbums ſapiemtt ; he did fo. 

Lofily, He was a. Man of extraordinary 

Piety and Pevotioa; in this he ſhewed him-. 

ſelf tobe the true Son of Holy David. 
| We are not to. enquire, whether Soloxron 

ſerved God with the fame Circumftances of 
. Religion as David. his Father : For fo 'tw_ 

- 1King 3.3. faid, That Solomon lowed the Lord, walking in 
the Statutes of Dazid bis Father. 'Tis true, from 

the Particle Þ". following, ſome Learned Men - 

have, ipferr'd, , That the outward cixcumftan- 

ces: of: his Worſhip, were not altogether fo 
Dent. 12, laudable, as_his inward Sincerity and De- 
13,14 votion; becauſe, whereas there was but one - 
2 Chr. 1:5 legal. High-place of Worſhip. ordained: by 
b- Jo- Moſes, be did: neverdhelef#,, in - invitution. of 
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the Antient Patriarchs, permit their uſe in the Diodat. in 


plural number. But leaving this Diſpute to 
the more Learned, T here only take notice, 
That as this was not ſufficient to obſtruct 
God's Indulgence, and great Love towards 
him ; So tt could be no bar to his people's 
Prayers and Praiſes : For as Solomon loved 
the Lord, fo the Lord loved him; and 
bleſſed him.with immenſity of Wiſdom and 
Juſtice ; and this appears from the following 
paſſage, to be the undoubted Reward of his: 
exemplary Ptcty. 

And now, to ſumm up all : This incom-- 
parable Wiſdom, this indefatigable Indeftry, 
this Taftice, Reſolution, Conftancy and Piety, 
might well deſerve the }Acclamation and 
daily Applauſe of his people : And if Solomon 
did juſtly deferve his peoples Praiſe, behold. 
this: Day a Prince not inferior to Solomon. 

The Wiſdom of this One Years Reign: 
will equal all the Hiſtory of that Eaſtern 
Prince. And as for all thoſe other Qualifica- 
tions, which I have mentroned, it ts but too - 
plain, that I have ſtram'd the Charafter of 
Solomon to make it bear ſome proportion 
with that of owr King, and till the faint 
Lines come ſhort of a Reſemblance : But if 
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undaunted Courage and Bravery in Battle, 
(a vertue that never was experienced in Solo- 
mon; ) the voluntary Expoſing of his Royal 
Perſon for the Good of his Country ; the 
repeated inſtances of his Love and AﬀeCtions 


.. to it; and ſuch other his more peculiar arid 


CharaSeriſtical vertues, were to be inſiſted 
upon 3 it would require ſuch Sentences as So- 
lomon's to declare his Worth. 

But I come not here to uſurp upon Fame's 

Province ; his.Name is already ſpread as far as 
Solomon's, and ſhall continue as long as his, 
as long as the World ſhall endure. 
Bur ſure the Obligations of his Subjects to 
him are far greater than any People ever 
lay under, and ought therefore to be paid 
in the moſt dutiful and folemn Manner : 
That great Tribute of Praiſe as well as of 
Prayer. 

Give me leave likewiſe herein to offer you 
ſome few DireQtions, and ſo Fl conclude. The 
Church direQts us to praiſe God, not only 
with our Lips, but in our Lives, we may take 
the ſame inſtruftion in Praiſing God's Vice- 
'gerent. He beſt praiſes the Lawgiver, who 

ives moſt conformable to his Laws; and the 
greateſt Panegyric upon Ceſar is, To Obey 
his 
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his Commands ; they are the only Flatterers, 
whoſe. Hearts and Tongues do not go toge- 
ther; and 'tis our Duty to prazſe our Prince, 
and not to Flatter him. Nothing can be 
grofſer than to praiſe the King's Wiſdom, 
and yet at the ſame time to prefer our own 
above it:: My-Lord the King, faith Mephibo- 
ſheth, is as an Angel of God: But then he 
thought ſo as well as faid :it ; and therefore 
reſign'd all he had inthe World to the King's 
diſpoſe. All Diſtruſt and Fealoutie is 1n- 
conſiſtent with Praiſe ; for this muſt proceed 
from Love, and Lowe cafteth out Fear. We 
have a Prince, that of all Mankind ought the 
moſt to be truſted ; becauſe it is not in our 
powers, to provoke him him more to break his 
Word than we have done. Our Provocations 
have been ſo great, That-nothing but his Sa- 
cred Word could ſtand between us and. his 
Anger. But this-muſt not encourage us to uſe 
him ill ; for tho the Decree for our Good is 
gone out of -the King's Mouth, yet it is not 
ratified . by -God, without good. Conditions. 
We have been grievous Delinquents, and are 
now but upon good Behavior ; and Lives, a 

well as Hearts, are in:God's Hand. | 
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Biſhop Andrews terms Kings the treaſures 
of the People : If ſo, we at preſent have a 
molt ineſtimable Treaſure. But then he bids us 
remember, That we have theſe Treaſures in 
Earthen Veſſels : Let us have a great care, 
and uſe it tenderly, that we, together with 
our Prince, may ſee our Childrens Children, 
and peace upon Iſrael. 

Our Blefling 1s to. us but a new Comer - 
we hardly know yet what it is that we en- 
Joy. © Cenſider but one Particular, That 
the Engliſh Nation, for this laſt Year, hath 
been a greater Terror abroad, than for 
fome Apes before; at leaft-ways, tis in our 
power ſoon to be ſo; only by this, in not 
being a Terror to our ſelves. Let but the 
Engliſh Praiſe and Love their King, and all the 
World will ſoon ſtand in awe of him. Not 
that he truſts m his own ftrength, or in the 
Arm of Fleſh, but in his God; in his Right, 
and in his Innocence. Witneſs that one AQ 


of his, whereby i the ly now in being, 
he wouid rey what b uxdvy perha %y } 
have Excluded his Exclufeoxers. 

But there is no: occaſion to-be loud and 
umportunate mm our Praiſes, they'] be beſt 
underſtood by our being ſtill and quiet. 
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to be ſo. It ſhould be our Ambition, be- 
' cauſe. it is our Intereſt; nay, we ſee it is to 
no purpoſe to be otherwiſe : It is but a folly 


to reſiſt ſo often, the plain and viſible Hand _ 
of Providence ; the Injuries and Aﬀeonts 


that are done to Majeſty ſtill turn to Bleſl- 
ings. And, as to'our Prince in particular, God 
hath as plainly and manifeſtly proteted him 
from all his Enemies; as if with our own 
Eyes we had ſeen him guarded; with a 
Flaming Sword, or refting his: Head under 
an Angels Wing. God Almighty hath given 
him ſo- many and ſuch fignal Deliverances,. 
that we ſhould be even Faithlefs, if we did 
not believe, that it can never be in the 


power of Men or Devils to hurt him. So 


that God will Reign, and the King will Reign, 
be the People newer fo unquiet. : 


God hath Judged the King, and hath plead- Pf. 43. tx. 


ed his Cauſe againſt an ungodly Nation : He 
hath delivered him feons the deceitful and unjuſt 


Man. The Lord hath rewarded hins according pe. (8 _ 16. 


io his Righteouſneſs, according to the cleaneſs 

of bis Hands, bath he recompenſed bins. 
And now, the King will be ſure to live 
Peaceably and Quietly himſelE He is reſol- 
E 2 ved 
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ver re- 
move him from his Cen- 

ter. He is reſolved to deſerve Praiſe, and to 
have it'too, if not from his. People, yet from 
his God. 

- To conclude then with the Words of 
this Pſakn. © 

. His Name ſball endure for ever, his Name 
Poall be continued as long as the Sun, and Men 
ſhall be Bleſſed in him. 

Bleſſed be the: Lord God, the God of If 
rael, * who only doth wondrous things : :. And 


* Bleſſed be his Glriows Nane for ever, Amen, 
d.Amen. 


